
CITY OF ANNA MARIA 
P.O. Box 779, 10005 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria, FL 34216 

Phone (941) 708-6130 Fax (941) 708-6134 
 

MINUTES 
  APRIL 23, 2020 AT 6:00 P.M. 
CITY COMMISSION MEETING  

 
 

Pledge of Conduct:  We may disagree, but we will be respectful of one another. We will direct all comments to the 
issues.  We will avoid personal attacks. 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Carter called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
      
PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 
ROLL CALL   
Present:  Mayor Dan Murphy, Chair Carol Carter, Commissioner Amy Tripp, Commissioner Joe Muscatello, Commissioner 
Jonathan Crane and Commissioner Mark Short. 
 
Others Present: LeAnne Addy, City Clerk/Treasurer, Debbie Haynes, Deputy City Clerk/Code Enforcement, Chad Minor, 
City Planner, Luke Curtis, Building Official, Islander Newspaper and AMI Sun. 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
General Public Comment regarding non-agenda items and items not scheduled for future agendas will be taken at the 
beginning of the meeting with a limitation of three minutes. The Commission's intent is that General Public comment 
is to be used for the public to inform the Commission of new issues within the City.  Public Comment regarding agenda 
items will be taken with each agenda item with a limitation of three minutes. 
    

1. General Public Comment 
None. 
 

2. The Center of Anna Maria – Funding – Chris Culhane 
Mayor Murphy stated last year we gave to the Community Center $21,000 and this year our fund is $31,000 for the 
recreation fund.  We earmarked $4,000 for our Memorial Day Event, $2,000 for our Pier grand opening, and $4,000 for our 
4th of July event.  We can safely recommend up to $25,000 but needs to be voted by the commission. 
 
Chris Culhane from Anna Maria Island Community Center stated that last year the city gave them around $21,000 for the 
youth program.  Over the past year they have worked with additional groups. They budgeted well in the black by increasing 
programming that they are currently running, but as you know the COVID-19 stopped them in their track and staffing is 
down to the bare bones.  He stated that they have applied for a small business loan and awaiting to hear back.  He stated that 
they have a loss of revenue of $150,000. 
 
Commissioner Crane stated that they have credit cards and are drawing monthly on them.  Is the projected revenue accurate 
and he wonders about the business pulling money off the credit cards.  He stated about two years ago when he attended the 
meeting that the center wouldn’t want to show their financials.  He is interested in if they are still drawing off of the credit 
cards. He also questioned the $150,000 loss of revenue. 
 
Chris Culhane stated that they have honored the halt of payments when members have asked.  He feels that the loss of 
revenue of $150,000 is accurate.  He also they have not had any transparency issues in three years and noted he will sit down 
with commissioners at any time. 
 
Commissioner Tripp stated that she is happy to continue her payments and wanted to thank Chris for the fellowship dinner. 
 
Commissioner Muscatello stated that he would hope the city would continue their support. 
 
Commissioner Short stated as a disclosure that he does sit on the finance committee for the center and does not have any 
interest in the center.   In full disclosure he was involved with the preparation of this material as presented. 



 
Chair Carter stated that she was notified about continuing their membership payment and she does appreciate all the 
transparency that we have received with Commissioner Short reporting to us. 
 
Public Comment: 
None. 
 
Motion:  To approve $25,000 for the Anna Maria Island Community Center immediately. 
Action:  Motion by Commissioner Tripp, seconded by Commissioner Muscatello. 
On roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously.  
 

3. Continuation of Building Moratorium – Emergency Ordinance 20-866 - Vose – Mayor 
City Attorney Vose read the title of the Emergency Ordinance 20-866.  She stated that this had to take place as we didn’t 
have an appropriate advertising for the regular moratorium since we needed to cancel our meeting that it was placed on the 
agenda. 
 
Mayor Murphy stated that our current moratorium expires on May 6, 2020 so that is why this is on tonight’s meeting. 

1. Drainage 
We have had our City Engineers identify issues and will have a plan within the next few weeks. 
 

2. Time out 
We have had a large amount of permits with a lot being for pools, with a total of 26 and we are down to 13 permits. 
 

3. Code Revisions 
Chad will give you an update of the code revisions.  He has gathered information. 
 

4. Impact Fees  
He stated that the impact fees are well underway and should be in place by August or September. 
 
Commissioner Tripp stated that the handouts with the 15 chapters are ones that had issues.  She stated that it seems like we 
have a good handle on this, and she is not for continuing it. 
 
Commissioner Crane stated that he has a couple of concerns and to wait for this meeting to see if we needed to continue this 
moratorium.  He stated that with the closed county and city with the COVID-19 we may get another big boom.  As for the 
Impact Fees if we let permits go forward without impact fees, it will only hurt us.  He stated that he would like to continue 
the moratorium until the impact fees are in place. 
 
Commissioner Muscatello asked the Mayor if he is satisfied with where we are at this time.  Mayor stated that we are farther 
ahead. 
 
Commissioner Short asked about satisfaction on progress.  He agrees with the construction having an impact but where we 
are with everything, he doesn’t think there is a reason to extend the moratorium continue. 
 
Chair Carter would like to see the extension of the 60-day moratorium.  She said we still have a backlog so she would like 
to continue the moratorium for 60-days. 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Frank Agnelli who resides at 8027 Marina Isles Lane stated that their phones have stopped ringing due to the pandemic.  He 
stated that if we continue another 60 days it will only impact them more.  He stated that they are almost out of work and this 
has created a huge stall in construction as it stands right now as there are a lot of people out of work. 
 
Darcy Duncan who resides at 5706 Carissa St., Holmes Beach stated there is no business going on and being on their knees 
is an understatement.  We are more impacted than people think.  Extending the 60-days does nothing but put a bullet in their 
heads. 
 
Commissioner Muscatello stated that he wanted to hear all the public comment.  He wants to hear from staff as to where we 
are.  What would be the soonest date that we could get the Impact Fees in place?  Mayor Murphy stated it would be August. 
 



Mayor Murphy stated that he will not put staff on the line and if he doesn’t want to hear itf from him then too bad. 
 
Commissioner Crane stated that we are far along, and Mayor stated that Chad has moved along. He again stated that the 
impact fees are what is important. 
 
Commissioner Tripp stated that looking over 15 of the code of ordinances listed we are moving along. 
 
Commissioner Carter agrees with Commissioner Crane as the impact fees affects everything else.  She stated that we need to 
continue work on the backlog and get a lot more information on the impact fees.  She stated that there are a lot of code 
revisions in progress. 
 
Motion: To approve Ordinance 20-866. 
Action: Motion by Commissioner Crane, seconded by Chair Carter. 
On roll call vote the motion failed 2-3.  Commissioner Short, Commissioner Muscatello, and Commissioner Tripp all 
opposed. 
 
Chair Carter asked what happens to the regular moratorium. 
 
Commissioner Muscatello asked if we could have the second reading of the regular ordinance if we have an influx. 
 
City Attorney Vose stated that we could have it heard again on the Planning and Zoning Board and then to the Commission 
as it was advertised but not heard on the proper dates. 
 
Commissioner Crane asked if was appropriate to have a 30-day moratorium. 
 
Commissioner Muscatello asked if it would be 30-days from today or from May 6, 2020. 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Frank Agnelli stated that this is absolutely outrageous.  We will not get an over-abundance of permits so why would you 
want to do another 30-day extension. 
 
Motion:  To approve Emergency Moratorium Ordinance 20-867 to a 30-day moratorium from today. 
City Attorney read the title of Ordinance 20-867 for a 30-day moratorium. 
Action:  Motion by Commissioner Crane, seconded by Chair Carter. 
On roll call vote, the motion failed 2-3.  Commissioner Short, Commissioner Muscatello, and Commissioner Tripp all 
opposed. 
 

4. Hardship Appeals – Mayor & Contractors 
Mayor Murphy stated that he gave a deadline as of yesterday at 4:00 p.m. for appeals but he did not get any by 4:00 p.m. 
yesterday so there are no appeals. 
 

5. City Pier Restaurant RFP – Mayor 
Mayor Murphy stated that there were two bidders that we had asked for information as to who would be financially 
responsible and who would be doing the build out by close of business tomorrow as he would like to include that in the bid.  
He will continue to do more research on the bids and will discuss it with the Commissioners.  He would like a formal 
meeting between May 6, 2020 and May 8, 2020.  It would be a special meeting and the only thing on the agenda would be 
the City Pier Restaurant RFP. 
 
Commissioner Muscatello asked the Mayor the date of the upcoming meeting. 
 
Public Comment 
Sean Murphy stated that he is on the call and listening and is open to any suggestions. 
 
Motion:  To hold the meeting on May 6, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. 
Action:  Motion by Commissioner Crane, seconded by Commissioner Muscatello. 
On roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 



Commissioner Tripp asked if they will have a handout of this information.  Mayor Murphy will go over it with them prior to 
the meeting. 
 
Mayor Murphy stated the meeting will be on May 6, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. 
 

6. Impact Fees/Raftelis Agreement/Building Codes Revision Status – Mayor/City Planner 
Mayor Murphy stated that there is an agreement for impact fees in their packet.  The cost is $39,100 and the deliverables 
consist of drainage, roads, sea level rise and recreation. 
 
Motion:  To approve the Raftelis Agreement and the Impact Fees. 
Action: Motion by Commissioner Short, seconded by Commissioner Crane 
On roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Chad Minor, City Planner stated that on the phone with him is Luke Curtis and they received a lot of good comments.  He is 
still waiting for some feedback from the some of the contractors.  He stated that they are in communication with our City 
Engineer which is ISS.  He stated that they will take the ordinances to the Planning and Zoning Board prior to them coming 
to the Commission. 
 
Chair Carter asked if this refers to any of the mangrove issues?  Chad Minor stated no. 
 

7. Coronavirus Update – Mayor  
Mayor Murphy stated that there are so many stats.  Our orders were to stop the spread of the virus and you need compliance.  
Reporting people doesn’t gain compliance.  We wanted to direct our residents to bring things to us so we could do research, 
so we could gain compliance.  He sent a sheet where you could see the stats and went over the stats.  He stated that the staff 
did a great job of keeping compliance. 
 
Chair Carter wanted to praise the staff for their intense work.  
 
Mayor Murphy stated that they have been working nights and weekends. 
 
Mayor Murphy stated that Manatee County is talking about opening beaches which would be the Bayfront park and we have 
the option where we are as we have closed them to the general public.  We limited parking to help us control.  He would like 
them to think about where we would want to go with the beaches as we left them open to residents and their guests.  He 
stated that realize that the parking goes hand in hand with the beach closures,  Lastly, the Governor may go away from his 
order regarding vacation rentals.  He stated do we keep that in place or open our vacation rentals.  He stated once we know 
what is going on with the county and state then we will go ahead with an emergency meeting. 
 
City Attorney Vose stated that we can be more restrictive than the Governor. 
 
Commissioner Tripp would like to wait 2 weeks after Georgia opens up to see what happens. 
 
Commissioner Muscatello wanted confirmation that we will have an emergency meeting when the Governor changes his 
order.  Mayor Murphy confirmed. 
 
 

8. Mayor’s Comments 
None. 
 

9. Commissioners Comments 
Chair Carter stated Nancy Flynn and Nancy Deal are new members of the Historical Museum.  She noted Tory Coover of 
Holmes Beach got a $2,000 scholarship.  She also sent a letter to the county addressing beach closures and about the aged 
population. 
 

10. City Attorney Comments 
None. 
 

11. Staff Comments 
None. 



12. CONSENT AGENDA:  The following items are considered routine in nature and should be considered in a
single motion.  Items which warrant individual discussion should be removed from this list prior to the motion
to adopt.  Such items will be discussed separately.
a. Approve Minutes: Special Meeting: 4/9/2020

Motion:  To approve the consent agenda. 
Action:  Motion by Commissioner Tripp, seconded by Commissioner Short. 
On roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously. 

Press Comment 
Joe Hendricks from AMI Sun asked, given the RFP discussions have been pushed back are we leaving them not public 
record.  Mayor confirmed. 

Ryan Paice asked the Mayor about the curfew.  Mayor Murphy is sending a response to him.  He didn’t understand the 
relationship between the curfew and the social distancing. 

Adjournment 
Chair Carter adjourned the meeting at 7:48 p.m. 

_________________________________________
LeAnne Addy, CMC
City Clerk/Treasurer

Minutes Approved:  5/14/2020
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